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As is now generally known, the Government and the Union Unite have negotiated an 

agreement relating to the future of the Buildings and Works Department.  The agreement 

delivers many significant benefits both to employees and to Government tenants, as well 

as involving very significant investment by the Government in the organisation.  

 

The agreement goes to ballot among affected employees this week.  The Government 

respects Unite’s internal democratic process and therefore has not commented publicly on 

many of the totally incorrect and unjustified statements being made by those who are 

clearly seeking to undermine the agreement for reasons which cannot possibly relate to 

the best interests of employees and tenants.  

 

However, a number of false and incorrect things are being said which relate to the 

Government and which the Government therefore wishes to be very clear about publicly.  

 

1. There is NO “2004 Agreement”.  It never happened.  This new agreement is 

completely unrelated to the non-existent “2004 Agreement” which will not be 

resuscitated directly or indirectly.  This new agreement supersedes and replaces all 

previous discussions etc.  

 

2. The proposed Government Housing Works Agency will be part of the Gibraltar 

public sector.  It is and will remain wholly owned and controlled by the Government.  

It does not amount to privatisation in any way, shape or form.  Employees of the 

agency will continue to be public sector employees.   

 

3. It is being implied that the Agency will later sack employees.  This is wholly untrue.  

There is no question whatsoever of compulsory redundancies in the future.  What is 

more, except as modified by this agreement, employees of the agency will remain 

subject to the same terms and conditions as Government General Orders.  


